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Memo of RedCore DG 10-2015 

Monday, 09 February 2016 at the HELCOM Secretariat, Helsinki, Finland. 

Chair: Lars M. Svendsen (DK). 

Participants: Bo Gustafsson (BNI), Dietmar Koch (DE), Peeter Ennet (EE), Lars Sonesten (SE), Antti Räike (FI), 

Seppo Knuuttila (FI), Pekka Kotilainen (SYKE), Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky (HELCOM). 

On-line: Adriana Dembowska (PL) 

1. Adoption of Agenda 

The Agenda was adopted. 

2. Information from participants and from HELCOM Secretariat 

The Meeting was informed about the decisions by HOD 49-2015. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to 
clarify with Germany the confirmation of endorsement of the HELCOM Recommendations on waterborne 
pollution input assessment and on monitoring of airborne pollution input. 

The Meeting indicated the need for a workshop in autumn 2016 to anchor the results of the MAI CART 
assessment. The Meeting was also informed on the attendance of Lars Sonesten at HELCOM 37 -2016 to 
participate in the discussion on the implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme. 

The Meeting was informed about the Baltic Sea day 2016 which will be held in St. Petersburg, Russia, 22-23 
March 2016 and the planned round table discussion devoted to the chemical pollution of the Sea. The 
Meeting noted that this round table is a good opportunity to discuss PLC 6 reporting with national experts 
and encouraged the members of the RedCore group to attend the event. 

The Meeting was informed that uncertainties caused by water flow measurements are to be investigated in 
Sweden. The results will be available in the upcoming weeks.  

Denmark informed the Meeting about a national “Feed and Agriculture Initiative” where amongst the 
initiatives farmers will be allowed to increase nitrogen fertilization whereas farmers today are allowed to 
fertilize 20 % less than economical optimal. General requirement of the 10 m buffer strips around streams 
and lakes will be removed. Regulations will be changed from general national rules to be based on regional 
needs. New targeted measures will be evaluated and applied at local level where they have an expected 
effect on nutrient losses. Up to 200 new river monitoring stations will be installed to monitor nutrient 
releases from sources and model nutrient dynamics and inputs to the sea. The former target for reducing 
nitrogen losses remains unchanged. The discussion of establishing new aquaculture plants is ongoing. 

The Meeting also discussed the information by Estonia regarding the analysis of runoff from the territory 
which indicated a steady increase during the past 30 years.  

The Meeting was also informed that the Secretariat has launched the work on elaboration of the 
documentation for PLUS products. The documentation will consist of two parts: technical documentation 
including description of database structure and automatic QA procedures and a user manual. The Meeting 
welcomed the initiative and offered required support. The Meeting also decided that in future all the updates 
of the database, reporting templates, and the QA procedures should be thoroughly documented and 
discussed at the RedCore group. 

3. Compilation of PLC data. 

The Meeting was informed on the status of reporting the data 2013-2014. The data manager indicated that 
the most common problem with the reporting is that the reporters consider the uploading of the data as a 
reporting and do not run or finalize the QA procedure, i.e. make the data corrections and entering data into 
the database. 
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The Meeting discussed which temples to use for annual and periodic reporting. Annual data can be reported 
with periodic templates but not the other way around. The Meeting was of the opinion that the number of 
templates used has to be optimized in the future, probably through merging some of them. 

Only two countries have already inserted data from annual templates on direct sources into the database, 
while the others ceased the reporting process at QA stage. Russia and Poland have not yet reported anything.  

Regarding the periodic data on indirect point-sources loads, Latvia and Estonia also tried to insert data into 
the database but the insertion was rejected by the database. At the moment there is no clear understanding 
of the reason why data entering is rejected. Also other countries had tried to enter data with periodical 
templates without success. The Meeting indicated that using and testing the upload and entering -system is 
the only way how such bugs in the software can be revealed and fixed. Finland, Poland and Russia have not 
even started the reporting procedure.  

The Meeting indicated that there is a procedure of reporting and approval of the PLC data. The Meeting 
emphasized that it would not be possible for the group to prepare the assessment by the end of 2016, if the 
data are not reported by the set deadlines. The Meeting encouraged the Chair of Pressure group to flag the 
importance of timely data reporting at HELCOM 37-2016. 

The Meeting also stressed the importance of any assistance to the data reports from the PLC-6 team, in 
particular, by data manager and database administrator, such as on-line consultations, providing written 
instructions etc. 

The Meeting decided to inform HELCOM 37-2016 that already now there is a high risk of delay of the PLC-6 
products delivery, due to already delayed reporting of national data. 

The Meeting also indicated that the most urgent data are flows and total N and P by rivers and from direct 
point sources, which are crucial for the MAI CART assessment. The data on source apportionment could be 
reported a bit later due to later deadline for the final product. 

Quite often the reporting procedure faces a small bugs or conflicts in reporting templates. Nowadays, there 
is no tool to update individual templates at the reporting website. The Meeting invited the database 
administrator to develop a simple tool for updating of individual reporting templates and make it available 
for the data manager. 

Germany informed the Meeting about an intention to partly update the data 2012. 

The Meeting invited all the countries to inform about their plans to re-report national data which have been 
already reported in the past. The Meeting also invited the members of PLC-6 project being responsible for 
reporting national data to inform the PLC database administrator and data manager about all problems in 
using the reporting application and also at PLC 6 meetings. 

The Meeting took note the information on a questionnaire regarding the effectiveness of measures on 
reducing nitrogen and phosphorus inputs. A questionnaire regarding input of the organic polluters into the 
Baltic Sea was discussed. The Meeting decided that the documents are almost ready to be released, pending 
the discussion at PLC-6 10-2016, with the view to get responds from the Contracting Parties and discuss the 
results at PRESSURE 4-2016. 

The Meeting welcomed a presentation on pharmaceuticals in the Baltic Sea environment and emphasized 
that the study has high importance for the scientific society and for further studies in the Baltic Sea. The 
participants decided to come back to the discussion on including the data into the PLC-6 report after 
circulation of the Status report and its consideration by HELCOM groups. The Meeting also indicated that 
such an extended study was carried out in a very short time using minimum resources. 

4. MAI and CART assessment. 

The Meeting was informed that the CART assessment 2015 was published at the HELCOM website. The 
Meeting invited Lars M. Svendsen to provide Excel spreadsheets with the assessment data in the end of the 
week 8 for publication at the HELCOM website. The Meeting encouraged the participants to check the 
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publication and inform the Secretariat if some minor corrections are still needed. The Meeting was informed 
that the Secretariat will publish the PLC-6 Guideline at the HELCM website by the 19th February.  

The Meeting took noted of the example of calculation of break points in the trends of input assessment 
presented by the Chair. The Meeting noted that integration break points into the trend analysis allows to 
distinguish periods with different trends which provide different message regarding the reduction of 
nutrients inputs and implementation of the nutrient reduction scheme comparing to the first CART 
assessment. The Meeting decided that the approach should be implemented in the next CART assessment 
but the demonstration requires the whole dataset to be analysed. Thus, the demonstration of the approach 
is relevant at the workshop on the assessment 2016.  

The Meeting discussed a presentation of the MAI/CART assessment 2016. The background results are to be 
presented firstly as a standard scientific report. A popular public version of the scientific report can be 
published based on the scientific report. The formal political message should be elaborated separately.  

BNI and DCE will prepare the document with initial suggestions on the presentation of the assessment results 
by 16 March and circulate it to the RedCore group with the commenting deadline by 22 March 2016. The 
final document should be ready for submission to PRESSURE 4-2016 by 29 March 2016. 

The Meeting discussed basic approaches to accounting an extra reduction in neighbouring basins and invited 
BNI to prepare a document for consideration at PRESSURE 4-2016. The document should contain a table for 
transferring extra reduction to neighbouring basins as well as constrains for application of this methodology. 
The document for PRESSURE 4-2016 will be prepared following the same procedures and deadlines as the 
document regarding presentation of the assessment results.  

The Meeting was informed about progress in MAI-CART OPER project. The Meeting decided that the report 
on implementation of the project will be submitted to PRESSURE 4-2016 jointly by BNI and DCE.  

The Meeting discussed the results of the PLUS project and decided that the Secretariat in cooperation with 
BNI and SYKE will prepare a report for PRESSURE 4-2016 on the project outcomes. Public tools developed by 
the project team will be presented at PRESSURE 4-2016 by BNI.  

The Meeting discussed other questions which are to be prepared for consideration at PRESSURE 4-2016. An 
overview of the state of reporting PLC data 2013-2014 is to be prepared by the data manager. A document 
on overall planning and expected preparatory work for PLC-6 and PLC-7 (as harmonizing methodology of 
source apportionment) is to be submitted by DCE. A document describing procedures to elaborate PLC 
products will be submitted for endorsement by PRESSURE 4-2016 with an intention to submit the document 
to HOD 50-2016 for adoption. 

5. Planning and any other issues 

The Meeting agreed on the date of the next “physical” meeting for 22 April 2016 back-to-back with PRESSURE 
4-2016 in Gothenburg in the premises of the Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management. 

 


